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I hope you enjoyed our Winter Break and were able to spend some quality time together with your children.  The 
return to school is an exciting time as it kicks off a great, solid stretch of focused learning time.  We look forward to meet-
ing the challenges that the coming months will provide with regard to our students’ growth and progress in 2010. 

We welcomed the children back to school as we traditionally do with an assembly to celebrate school spirit and to 
revisit our school-wide expectations.  As always, we sang the Lyon School song (check out the Music Portfolios section of 
our webpage –  http://ly.glenview34.org/classpages/finearts/gwendt2/Music_Home/Portfolios.html – to hear many different 
class renditions).  We reminded the kids how important it is to always Be Safe, Be Kind and Give Your Best Effort at 
school.  We will continue to build upon these themes all year at the classroom level (e.g., classroom expectations and 
positive reinforcement), through our Life Skills curriculum (e.g., teaching the “pillars” of Character Counts – Trustworthi-
ness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship) and throughout Lyon School.  We appreciate your sup-
port of these concepts at home as well! 

The new year is always a good time to provide some helpful reminders for parents and caregivers as well.  Please 
remember that our school day begins promptly at 8:55 am.  Students can be dropped off at school at 8:40 am and should 
arrive no later than 8:50 am for transition purposes.  If you are driving a child to school and arrive after 8:55 am, please 
park and escort the child into our main office to be signed in.  Prior to 8:55 am, please remain in your car and allow chil-
dren to exit on the curbside independently (Lyon staff members are present for supervision).  Staying in your car keeps 
our car line moving.  We thank you for your cooperation with these procedures as they make for a good start to the chil-
dren’s day at school.  Please call school anytime you have questions. 

Weather is a serious consideration on a daily basis at school, particularly at this time of year.  Please keep in mind 
that we will continue to go outside everyday unless weather (rain, extreme cold, etc.) prevents us from doing so.  Thank 
you for continuing to send your children to school dressed for the elements.  We’d rather have them overdressed than 
cold. 

Hope to see you at Lyon soon! 

 Looking For Trends by Dr. Matt Rich Principal, Plea sant Ridge  

 Welcome Back by Mr. Kevin Dorken, Principal, Lyon School 
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 In January our students participate in a multitude of assessments including reading fluency measures, math computa-
tion probes, and the NWEA tests in Reading, Math, and Language Usage. Each examination is intended to provide us as 
teachers, parents, and students with insight as to how each of our student’s have grown and what we should work on next. 
The information is extremely valuable in providing a guide as to what skills and concepts each child has mastered and what is 
the next step instructionally. However, as parents and instructional leaders, it is important that we look for trends and not over 
assume the value of any one assessment or assessment period. As such, we encourage everyone to not get too high with a 
high data point nor too concerned with a low data point. Instead, we need to look for trends within the data.  
 Interpreting results in order to draw effective conclusions requires us to find multiple points to verify our information. 
We know at times we may see a child who moves from a 225 RIT in math to a 218 RIT in math on one particular testing pe-
riod. If we step back from those points and look deeper at the NWEA data, we can see in this same child, that the child has 
had the following math test results in order: 205, 209, 216, 222, 225, and 218. When one views the math computation meas-
ure on the child, we discover the student improved from the 90th percentile to the 95th percentile of their grade level. As such, 
when the teacher digs deeper into the skills that child is working on based on classroom performance, she finds a greater 
match with the results at 225 rather than 218. From this information, we would conclude that we would project the 218 score 
to be an outlier result.  
 We have had this type of analysis predict both higher and lower results depending on the child’s data. The underlying 
message is while each of our assessments is a valuable indicator, we encourage staff, students, and parents not to over-rely 
on any one particular result. Achievement information is best interpreted when trends exist. Thus, while all assessments are 
important, each one becomes an important and essential part of understanding a child and their growth, this only holds true 
when they work in tandem to provide pictures of greater clarity. If, when you are viewing your child’s results and questions 
arise, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or myself to help understand the trends that may exist within your child’s 
performance.  
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Dear Parents, 
It’s interesting that as part of the Lyon/PR PTA, you also become part of the 

larger “Illinois PTA.”  While we enjoy many benefits of being a part of such a terrific 
organization-501(c)3 status, advocacy, and a huge number of online and print re-
sources-the biggest reason for joining is to be part of a community, one that accom-
plishes so much on behalf of our kids.  If you ever wondered:  Why should I spend my 
money to join/support PTA, please reference our website to see a list of the programs 
and resources that we help to fund.  Even one program (Pumpkinfest, book fair, cul-
tural arts assemblies, grants, Holiday Helper) made available through PTA far ex-
ceeds the cost of a membership and/or a donation.   

With that said, we need your support. 
The Benefit Team is hard at work preparing an exciting night for your enjoy-

ment on February 20th.  (respond early and buy your tickets....last year this was a 
sold out event!)  Although this year at our “Caddyshack” themed benefit we will fea-
ture many of the things that you are accustomed to-a great band, fun atmosphere, 
terrific food, some premium auction items, class gifts and sign-up parties-there will be 
one big difference. This year we are premiering the addition of our cash drawing.   

We are asking each family to strive to sell two books of raffle tickets. 
We hope that you had the opportunity to pick up a booklet or two of raffle tick-

ets at the Pleasant Ridge Band and Orchestra Concert or at Lyonpalooza.  If not, you 
will receive a booklet in the mail (this week!) with your benefit invitation.  If each fam-
ily sells two books of raffle tickets we can meet our financial goals.  Raffle tickets are 
also available online at: www.lyonprpta.org.  Remember, by everyone doing a little bit 
of work in selling these tickets, we take a large part of the burden away from a few 
people that have historically run the auction.  Don’t forget that anyone is eligible to 
purchase the tickets for the cash raffle-grandparents, aunts and uncles- and even 
those out of town friends.  We do ask that children not be involved in the ticket sales, 
however.  Please return your raffle stubs and checks payable to: Lyon/PR PTA to the 
school offices.  Thanks to Meg Costigan and Dina Silver for being in charge of this 
important initiative. 

Because we are having a smaller scale auction with some premium items, we 
are currently looking for donations.  Although we love to have some “things” to auc-
tion off, we are also really interested in experiences to give away as well....Do you 
have an interesting job at which a student could “shadow” you for a day and learn 
more?  Could you and a friend volunteer to host a sign-up party of some sort?  These 
are very popular and help build community as well as make money.  Please decide 
what you can give to make our benefit a huge success.  Contact Dina Silver at: dina-
sideas@aol.com. 

Please note that we are getting excited about starting a parent-run book club 
for students at Pleasant Ridge.  Please contact me if you’d like to get involved and 
also see the insert in this newsletter for more details. 

Finally, once again, a huge thanks to our health and safety officers, Tammy 
Lundal and Betsy Garvey.  They are working hard to help our health offices do head-
checks and keep our schools lice free!  We appreciate your time and that of all of 
your volunteers!  
Sincerely,  
 
Jennifer Massarelli 
Lyon/Pleasant Ridge PTA 

Page 2 

PTA Notes  

Your 2009-10 PTA Ex-

ecutive Board 

President Jennifer Massarelli 

1st Vice-

President 

Lindy Hood 

3rd Vice-

President 

Tiffany Sapienza 

4th Vice-

President 

Debbie Wells 

Secretary Anne Carreon 

Treasurer Karen Toomey 

Asst.  

Treasurer 

Jon Everson 

2nd Vice-

President 

Jen Farber 



� � �

See our websites at ly.glenview34.org & pr.glenview 34.org 

Page 3 

Volume 2,  I ssue 9 



� � �

See our websites at ly.glenview34.org & pr.glenview 34.org 

Page 4 Lyon L i fe  &  Pleasant  Ridge Review 

4th Grade  
 Happy New Year!!!! Now that the ‘new year’ has started we are headed into our performance season. 
Our fourth grade students are working very hard to prepare for their musical, “The Best Little Theater in Glen-
view”. The show is loosely based on a musical written for elementary students, but has been greatly modified 
to add in both the specific curricular goals of our students as well as our own Pleasant Ridge flair. Each class 
will share a scene from a famous musical such as “Annie”, “Mary Poppins”, “Peter Pan” and “Oliver Twist” all 
under the umbrella of a struggling theater company - The Best Little Theater. In order to make a large scale 
production like this take place, we will need many volunteers to help out with working with children, behind the 
scenes as well as costume and prop donations. We are very grateful to those of you who have already volun-
teered. We will be contacting you soon with specific dates, times and jobs we need assistance with. If you are 
interested in volunteering please email Mrs. Hoye @ lhoye@glenview34.org. 

As the students prepare for the show they will need to rehearse their lines continuously to ‘keep them 
fresh’ and fluid. We will obviously be rehearsing during drama classes, but will also add on some brief recess 
rehearsals. In addition there will be after school rehearsals. Please look for a flier to come home this week 
with the details of the rehearsal dates along with a permission slip. Additional after school rehearsals may be 
called as the weeks progress. Please understand that these are not mandatory, but we are thrilled to have as 
many students attend as possible. The rehearsal schedule will always be listed on the stage door and class-
room doors and permission slips are on the stage door as well. 
 
Important information regarding fourth grade musical: 
Friday, February 19 th -  
9:00 a.m. Beyer, Heilwagen, Hinton, Johnson perform for families 
12:30 p.m.  Incandela, Juozaitis, Klein, Larenas perform for families 
(performances are estimated to be about 90 minutes) 
 
Costume information will be coming home to each individual classroom or child because they vary by room. 
These costumes will generally consists of simple items most children will have at home. 
 For more information please contact: Lisa Hoye - lhoye@glenview34.org 
3rd Grade  

Third grade students have worked to review the “Fish Philosophy” that was introduced to them in their 
homerooms in the fall. This philosophy goes along with the Character Counts traits and includes the goals of 
“Be There, Make Their Day, Choose Your Attitude and Play”. To reinforce these concepts students and ad-
dress life skills goals, students have been role-playing different situations they may encounter in life. Talk to 
your child about the Fish Philosophy and their experiences with our role-playing activities over the next week. 
Following this unit we will be moving into reader’s theater and our biography unit, which accompanies the 
grade level biography units. 
5th Grade  

All fifth grade classes have brought great creative energy into creating a fantasy story for their class. 
These stories will then be transformed into script format and made into movies that they will score in music 
class. The movies will be shared with audiences during two movie premiers on April 14th and April 15th with 
each pod’s movies shown on one night. Throughout this process the students use their collaborative planning 
skills to brainstorm the story, compromise over roles and details, and build a performance that the whole 
class can be proud of. 
Drama volunteers needed for:  

Calling to obtain donations from Home Depot, paint stores, hardware stores for materials needed 
for performances. (Paint, building materials, fabri c, costumes, etc.) 

Assist with drama classes and lunch time/after scho ol rehearsals 
Taking photos during rehearsals/performances 

 
Interested parents should email Mrs. Hoye at LHoye@glenview34.org 

Behind the Curtain—Drama at Pleasant Ridge 
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We have gathered a large amount of items that our students have left outside, in the gym, and on the floor in 
the hallways.  These items are picked up daily by our custodial staff and hung outside the Music Room 
(302).  We will be donating all these items to a non-profit organization after winter break....Friday, January 
29th. 

PE@PR 
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Lost and Found at Pleasant Ridge 

High Active! 
Over the past two weeks, fourth and fifth graders have been working on basketball, while third graders 

were learning how to play pillo polo hockey.  In both activities, students were able to develop fundamental 
skills and use them in game situations.  All three grades were able to seamlessly create fair teams each day.  
Making fair teams without any feelings getting hurt is a major focus throughout the year and is a skill that we 
feel is extremely important for students to learn. 

Next week, we move into our racquet sports unit.  During this unit, students will be learning how to 
play badminton and a new game called volotennis, which was invented in 2002.  Volotennis blends elements 
from paddle and tennis and requires quickness and strategy.  We think the kids will love it! 

If you have any questions about our JRFH event on February 26th during school, please feel free to 
contact us.  Stay warm! 
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Pleasant Ridge Science Fair Rules  
 
Overview: 
The Pleasant Ridge Science Fair is a chance for our students (together with their parents) to investigate, cre-
ate and demonstrate a scientific principal to their friends at school.  Students should pick a topic that falls into 
one of the 5 categories below.  Projects can be as simple as a poster board that explains an interesting fact to 
a model built by the student (with minimal assistance from the parent).  Students can work on their own or in 
teams of up to 3 students.   
 
Students will be judged on the basis of the following requirements: 
1. Neatness of model, experiment or poster. 
2. Student’s presentation of what they did, why they did it and what they learned. 
Does the project get the point across? 
Each student / team will have the opportunity to show their projects to the judges individually.  Please keep 
the presentations to 2 - 5 minutes each. 
 
Categories: 
Botany: The study of plant life  

Projects in this category might be related to:  
¨ Agriculture         *Horticulture  *Forestry 
 
Earth and Space Sciences: The science of the earth and the science of the universe  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Astronomy  *Geology  *Oceanography 
*Meteorology  *Climatology  *Geography 
 
Environmental Sciences: The study of conditions tha t influence life on earth  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Air and water pollution  *Population growth 
*Ecology    *Depletion of resources 
 
Physics: The science of matter and energy  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Electricity  *Magnetism  *Light 
*Conductivity  *Fluid and Gas dynamics 
 
Life Sciences: The science of animals  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Birds  *Insects  *Mammals 
*Fish  *Humans 
 
Other ideas within each category are welcome!  Be c reative!!!  
All projects / presentations must conform to the following rules: 
1. No open flames or highly combustible materials are allowed. 
2. No dogs / cats (or other large animals) can be used for safety purposes. Smaller animals (guinea pigs, 
mice, etc.) are allowed but must be in an enclosed container at all times. All animal or human related experi-
ments/studies must be approved by Dr. Rich prior to beginning the experiment/study. 
3. No needles or other sharp objects will be displayed in a way that could result in a cut to a fellow student. 
4. All areas must be cleaned up by presenter after their presentation. 
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PLEASANT RIDGE SCIENCE FAIR 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010    ~    9:00AM TO 12 NOON 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

 
 
Please return this completed form to the office by Friday, February 12 
 
 
 
 

Name(s) of Student(s):    __________________________________  Grade: _____ 
 
             __________________________________  Grade: _____ 
 

          __________________________________  Grade: _____ 
 
 

Category of Project: (Check one): 
 
  ______   Botany (Plant Life) 
  ______   Earth and Space Sciences (Earth and the Universe) 
  ______   Environmental Sciences (Conditions that Influence Life on Earth) 
  ______   Physics (Matter and Energy) 
  ______   Life Sciences (Animals) 
 
  
Description of Project:  ________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Signature of Parent or Guardian:  ________________________________________ 
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A VIEW FROM THE SKYBOX 

Shifting Your Perspective on Your Child’s Future 
 

Presented by: 
Susan Hans  

Parent Mentor, NSSED and APS 
�
 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 
9:30 am – 11:30 am 

New Trier Northfield Campus* 
Building C – Board Room C234, North Entrance 

7 Happ Road – Northfield, Illinois 
 
The demands of special needs parents are overwhelming and constant.  Because we are often too busy with just 
the day-to-day needs required of our child, we lose our bearings in navigating the process of raising our special 
needs child. And that perspective can affect the course of everything – how well we advocate for our child, man-
age our family life and how we plan for the future.  Susan Hans will present an interactive session on ways to 
manage this process – learning to evaluate what is effective advocacy for your child, how you can create new 
roads toward positive outcomes and how to accomplish both these goals with a fresh perspective. 
 
Susan Hans serves as the Parent Mentor for the Northern Suburban Special Education District (NSSED) under a 
grant from the Illinois State Board of Education. In this role Susan provides educational and consultative services 
to both parents and staff around the IEP process.  Susan is the parent of four children, two currently in the pub-
lic school system with IEPs.   She holds a BA from Northwestern University and is a trained mediator. 
 

Space is limited.  To ensure a seat, please RSVP to mades@nssed.org with your name,  
home telephone number and school district by January 14, 2010. 

Direct questions to Karen Noonan at 847-831-5100, extension 210. 
 
 
*Directions to New Trier Northfield Campus 
From North:  I-94 (IL 41) to Tower Rd. exit; go south on Frontage Rd. which turns into Happ Rd. until you reach North-

field Campus (just south of Winnetka Ave.). Park on west side of Happ. 
From West:  I-294 (Tri-State Tollway); exit east on Willow Rd. to Happ Rd.  

South on Happ to Northfield Campus. Park on west side of Happ. 
Park in lot on WEST side of Happ Road ONLY.  All other areas will be towed. 
�

Continuing Education Hours: 2                                        Continuing Professional Development Units:  2              

Be sure to visit the 
NSSED APS website at:  

www.nssed-aps.org 
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Smile Illinois!  
Smile Illinois/Mobile Dentist In-School Dental Care  Program 

Now Scheduling for School Year 2009-2010 
Lyon & PR School date: 02/05/2010  

 
 

Smile Illinois/Mobile Dentist  is a highly acclaimed in-school dental prevention program. Funding is provided 
by Children’s Dental Health Foundation, which receives funds from Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, St. 
John Hospital and others. Community outreach programs and in-school dental programs are recommended 
by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and U.S. Surgeon General Guidelines. 

 
· Through this program, dentist can provide : 
o Dental Examinations 
o Cleanings 
o Fluoride 
o Sealants 
o Radiographs 
 
Important Information : www.mobiledentists.com 
· All children are eligible for dental exams with parental/guardian permission 
· The service meets the mandated dental exam requirement for grades K, 2, and 6 
· Grant Assistance Available – no child is turned awa y from our in-school dental prevention pro-
gram based on his/her ability to pay!  
· Medicaid/Public Aid/ KidCare cover 100% of treatmen t 
· Dental insurances are accepted  
· X-Rays, if taken are shared with child’s dental provider upon request 
· FREE toothbrushes provided 
If further dental care is needed, an appropriate referral is made in your area. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you are interested in receiving an application p lease complete this form and give it to the health co-
ordinator  at your school. (Forms available in English/Spanis h) 
 
Student’s name:          School/grade:   
 
Parents name:          Phone:    
 
Home address:            

Lice Check 

The Lyon Health and Pleasant Ridge Health Offices would like to thank the following people for 
volunteering their time to help do lice checks. 

Thank You to:  

Halleh Akbarnia, Anne Vavloukis,, Anne Carreon, Anne Prikos, Tammy Lundall, Tarpey 
O’Rourke, Jennifer Nelson, Edyta Krupa, Kim Yagelski, Beth Huzjak, Denise Abraham, Betsey 
Garvey, Cherrie Gould, Colleen MacKimm, Trudy Neuffer, Michelle Langenbach, Karen Fried-
man, Maggie Reynolds, and Gina DiVito-Snyder 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for volunteering your time! 
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SCHOOL CLOSING INFORMATION SHEET              
As the winter season is upon us, we thought parents might be interested in knowing how the decision is made to 
either keep schools open or close schools in the event of bad weather. 
 
HOW DO WE MAKE OUR DECISION? 
The superintendent makes the decision based upon: 
• Information on road conditions from our transportation provider and from our facilities and grounds department. 
• Amount of snow and ice accumulated. 
• Whether snow/ice is continuing. 
• Building conditions (such as whether we have electricity and heat). 
• Parking lot conditions. 
• Temperature/wind chill for walkers and those waiting at bus stops. 
 
We prefer not making our decision based on weather predictions, but sometimes this is unavoidable.  We also 
make our decision in cooperation with other area elementary districts and with Glenbrook South High School. 
 
HOW ARE PARENTS NOTIFIED? 
There are several ways to find out if school is closed, or open, on what seems like a bad weather day. 
• Tune in to local radio: WGN (720-AM) and WBBM (780-AM). 
• Tune in to local television: CBS, NBC, ABC, WGN, FOX and CLTV. 
•  Visit the District’s website at www.glenview34.org. 
•  Visit the school closing website at www.emergencyclosings.com. 
Please know the District will attempt to use its automated phone calling system and send an electronic message 
to all parent e-mail addresses on file to inform parents if school is closed.  This will occur at around at 6 a.m. 
 
WHEN IS THE DECISION MADE? 
Usually, the decision to close school is made at 5:30 a.m. or earlier. 
 
INFORMATION ON EARLY BUS DISMISSAL AT INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS 
If conditions worsen during the school day, we might have an early bus  dismissal at the intermediate schools. 
This is NOT an early dismissal. The goal of releasing buses early is to try to keep them running on schedule 
throughout the afternoon. Walkers and pickups will still be dismissed at the usual time. The only change is inter-
mediate buses leave 15 minutes early.  
 
ARE THERE SNOW DAYS BUILT INTO THE CALENDAR? 
The District does NOT build snow days into the calendar. If the District closes due to weather, each day will be 
made up at the end of the school year. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Although the District does its best, we know that often no perfect decision exists. If parents do not feel as though 
it is safe for your child to attend school, use your best judgment on whether he or she should attend. 

District 34 Summer Reinforcement and Enrichment Opp ortunities 
The District will offer both reinforcement and enrichment summer school classes this year. 
 
Some of the enrichment offerings for this year include Bug Camp for Kids, Outdoor Adventure: Let's Fish, 
Great Americans, Math Maniacs, Stupendous Scientists, Just Graph It and Study Skills & Organization. 
 
The catalog can be found at 
http://www.glenview34.org/aboutUs/news/article.asp?nid=337 
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Lyon School  

1335 Waukegan Road 

Glenview, IL, 60025  

Phone: 847-998-5045 

Attendance:: 847-998-

5046 

Fax: 847-998-9701 

ly.glenview34.org 

Calendar: 
January 18, 2010  No School—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 22, 2010  PR Spelling Bee    12pm 

January 29, 2010  PR Spirit Day—Pajama Day 

January 29, 2010  PR Dad’s Group Family Movie Night 6pm 

February 5, 2010  Dad’s Breakfast at PR   7:15-7:50am 

February 9, 2010  Lyon PR PTA Meeting at PR  9:15am 

February 12, 2010 PR Spirit Day—Tie Dye Day 

Committed to Excellence 

Pleasant Ridge School 

1730 Sunset Ridge 

Road 

Glenview, IL, 60025 

Phone: 847-998-5050 

Attendance: 847-998-

5051 

Fax: 847-998-5532 

pr.glenview34.org 

 Parents interested in information from community organizations can visit the District's website at 
www.glenview34.org/aboutUs/CommunityFlyers/ 
 Rather than sending this information through the backpacks and/or the school newsletters, the District 
will be posting the information on the District 34 Community Flyers webpage for all to see. This will save pa-
per, District employee’s time and make it convenient for parents to find the information easily.  
 Please check the site regularly to find the most recent community information. 

Community Flyers Available Online! 

Stay Connected—Register for the PTA E-Blast at www.lyonprpta.org 


