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 We hope you enjoyed our Lyon School Holiday Program (“Lyonpalooza – a City Celebration”).  If you 
were unable to make it, you can view it online (http://ly.glenview34.org/ustream/ustream).  As always, we were 
very proud of the kids’ performance, and we were happy to close out the 2009 portion of the school year with 
this highlight event. 
 We wish you a wonderful Winter Break and holiday season with your family.  These next two weeks 
provide everyone with the opportunity to spend quality time with loved ones and to reflect upon the year.  No 
year is without its ups and downs, and we know this one has provided its share of challenges to many families.  
With the weeks and months often seeming to pass so quickly, I always find this time of year to be a warm re-
minder of how great the elementary school years are.  The joy that children at this age experience year round, 
and especially at this time of year, can be a parent’s greatest gift. 
 We look forward to seeing you and the children in January for the continuation of an excellent school 
year. 
 Peace and Happy New Year! 

Reading Reflections  by Dr. Matt Rich Principal, Pleasant Ridge 

Winter Break Wishes by Mr. Kevin Dorken, Principal, Lyon School 
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 This past week I found myself sitting on the floor of one of our classes. It was reading time and the chil-
dren were hard at work doing a variety of things. Some students were reading their novels, some were complet-
ing assignments within a grammar book, a group of children were meeting with the teacher discussing a skill, 
and some students were working on the computers. In that moment, it dawned on me that this was the week 
before break. I sat in awe as the room was filled with this action packed buzz. How could this be? How could 
the children be so engaged during the “last week?” 
 As I got up and wandered through the room, I searched for answers. The buzz of the children was not 
related to the break. It was not related to the splendor of the winter holidays. Rather, the children had caught 
fire, investing in the daily projects that drive their learning. This year, more than any other, our teachers have 
worked to cultivate an ownership by students in their reading experience. Through developing a balanced read-
ing approach, sharing literature experiences with all students, facilitating small group guided instruction for stu-
dents based on skills each group is developing, identifying meaningful work to be completed independently and 
through small groups in the area of grammar, vocabulary, and spelling, and promoting independent reading, the 
teachers have encouraged the children to take more ownership in what they are doing. The process has been a 
risk for our staff as they have needed to cede control more and more to the children as they work independently 
and in small groups. However, the energy, engagement, level of individual student activity, and investment is 
unlike many experiences we have observed. 
 In January we enter our midyear assessments for students. All children at Pleasant Ridge will partici-
pate in measurements including: Reading Fluency, Math Computation, NWEA Reading, and NWEA Math. 
Some of our classes will also participate in the NWEA Language Usage. This is a great opportunity for us to 
view our students’ progress in comparison to national norms. As always, we will be sending reports home to 
parents at the end of the testing window. Qualitatively and quantitatively within the classroom we have seen 
great things, it is our hope this translates into great results on a national level. As we prepare for these experi-
ences, we realize that the children will not be in school for two weeks. Like all breaks, we feel this is a great op-
portunity for students and staff to recharge their personal batteries. However, we want to remind our students 
that we still need to continue our independent reading during the break. As in all endeavors in life, if you do not 
use a skill, it becomes rusty. Reading several times a week during break will help each of our students maintain 
the skills they have worked so hard to develop during the first semester. Thank you for encouraging your chil-
dren to learn and grow. Have a wonderful and safe holiday. We look forward to seeing you in January. 
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 Happy Holidays to all!  I hope that you enjoy your winter vacation with your chil-
dren.  A few notes heading into the holidays... 
 A huge thanks to Deb McMahon and Cathy O’Shaughnessy for chairing the 
“Holiday Helper” program.  Their hard work in coordinating this helped provide clothing 
and gifts to several of our families.  We thank you if you helped sponsor a child, a family 
or give a donation of any sort to support this program.  We couldn’t do it without your sup-
port.  We also appreciate the efforts of the volunteers that came together last Saturday 
morning to help sort and wrap.  It was a terrific way to give back to our school community.  
Also noteworthy:  Scandinavian Ski Shop once again donated many, many premium 
coats to help our outerwear drive.  Please think of Scandinavian Ski shop if you or some-
one on your holiday list needs a new coat, hat, ski pants, or other winter wear.  We really 
appreciate their generous contribution.   
 It was great seeing everyone at the Lyon Holiday Program, “Lyon Palooza.”  The 
fine arts team at Lyon once again helped our children to put on a wonderful show.  If you 
can’t wait to see it again, then order your DVD now.  To purchase a DVD, please send a 
check for $20 to the Lyon/PR PTA. The check should come to school in an envelope 
clearly marked:  Holiday DVD Request.  It should include your child’s name and class-
room teacher, so that we can easily get the DVD to you.   
 The Benefit Team is hard at work preparing an exciting night for your enjoyment 
on February 20th.  Although this year at our “Caddyshack” themed benefit we will feature 
many of the things that you are accustomed to-a great band, fun atmosphere, terrific 
food, some premium auction items, class gifts and sign-up parties-there will be one big 
difference. This year we are premiering the addition of our cash drawing.  We hope that 
you had the opportunity to pick up a booklet or two of raffle tickets at the Pleasant Ridge 
Band and Orchestra Concert or at Lyon Palooza.  If not, you will receive a booklet in the 
mail with your benefit invitation.  If each family sells two books of raffle tickets we can 
meet our financial goals.  Please consider helping.  Visit our website at:  
www.lyonprpta.org to learn more.  Remember, by everyone doing a little bit of work in 
selling these tickets, we take a large part of the burden away from a few people that have 
historically run the auction.  Don’t forget that anyone is eligible to purchase the tickets for 
the cash raffle-grandparents, aunts and uncles-those out of town friends that you see 
over the holidays...  We do ask that children not be involved in the ticket sales, however.  
Please return your raffle stubs and checks payable to: Lyon/PR PTA to the school offices.  
Thanks to Meg Costigan and Dina Silver for being in charge of this important initiative. 
 Because we are having a smaller scale auction with some premium items, we are 
currently looking for donations.  Although we love to have some “things” to auction off, we 
are also really interested in experiences to give away as well....Do you have an interest-
ing job at which a student could “shadow” you for a day and learn more?  Could you and 
a friend volunteer to host a sign-up party of some sort?  These are very popular and help 
build community as well as make money.  Please decide what you can give to make our 
benefit a huge success.  Contact Dina Silver at: dinasideas@aol.com. 
 Please consider using the Escrip Program and registering your Dominick’s card 
online...when you do, our PTA can earn up to 4% of your purchase amount.  It is tremen-
dously important in this economy that we take advantage of any program that will give us 
a financial incentive.  Please help!  Go to our website:  www.lyonprpta.org and get regis-
tered!  It’s quick, it’s easy, and it can make a HUGE difference for your schools.  
 Please note that we are looking for your feedback in regard to starting a parent-
run book club for students at Pleasant Ridge.  See the insert in this newsletter for more 
details. 
 Enjoy your winter break and stay safe and warm!   
Sincerely,  
Jennifer Massarelli, Lyon/Pleasant Ridge PTA 
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 Our students have enjoyed many holiday stories during this Season of Light. 
This past week they’ve been checking out Christmas, Chanukah, Kwanzaa and winter 
books. Ms. Riskin has also been reading a story from her own tradition, Hershel and 
the Hanukkah Goblins, which won a Caldecott Award for its beautiful illustrations. The 
students learned the real story of Chanukah (no goblins in the real tale!) and then 
laughed with the famous Jewish folktale character of Hershel, who fooled all the goblins 
that were trying to ruin Chanukah . Classes also listened to the Mexican 
“pourquois” (French for “why”) tale The Legend of the Poinsettia. This legend explains 
how the beautiful red flower became a symbol of Christmas.  
 Finally, this past Tuesday our Superintendent, Dr. Gerald Hill, delighted many of 
our third, fourth and fifth grade students with the traditional as well as Cajun versions of 
The Night Before Christmas. Unlike the traditional tale, the Cajun version features alli-
gators instead of reindeer, and they have Cajun names such as Celeste, Garcon, and 
Renee! Students also helped Dr. Hill read a version that used an unfamiliar regional 
dialect. The superintendent showed many of the 60 versions he has collected of this 
famous poem, which was originally written in 1822.  His collection includes The Night 
Before Christmas from different regions of the U.S., as well as pop-ups, miniatures, and 
even books made from cloth for tiny children. We hope you enjoy some of the photos 
we took of this very fun and educational event. 
 Have a wonderful holiday and vacation! It’s a pleasure to work with your chil-
dren, and I look forward to seeing everyone in 2010.—Shelley Riskin 

 In the gym, we are full speed into our volleyball games with bumps, sets, serves and 
some really exciting play! The skills being developed by the PR players are really fun to watch 
each day! Following the Winter Break, we will be diving right into the exciting team sports units of 
basketball and floor hockey. 
 This past Friday, we also had a great time at our second ASG at the Movies as several 
dozens of kids enjoyed the Disney feature “Mulan” on the “Big Screen” in the PR Gym. 
 The Little Theater Technical Training Program is in full swing as we head into the holi-
days. So far, 45 students have received basic instruction and practice on our new systems, includ-
ing using the spotlight, running the light board, mastering the sound system and musical input sys-
tem for our upcoming lunchtime performances. In January, we will complete our first round of 
training (about 70 kids remain), and then we will be ready to start our open call for groups wishing 
to audition for lunchtime performances. 
 Performances (performed during each of the lunch periods on Fridays) will be limited to 
2:00 to 2:30 minutes, can have any number of kids performing, must be appropriate to our school 
and can be in almost any area of performance. Dances, skits and short stories, poetry, musical 
performances are all welcome to audition. Students wishing to perform must also be caught up in 
all of their schoolwork and be approved to audition by both homeroom and Encore! teachers. 
 We have started to build our teams for our 22nd annual Jump Rope for Heart event. There 
are some big changes this year, as our school continues to grow. The “Jump” will be held during 
the school day on Friday, February 26th, 2010. Grade levels will be participating separately – each 
receiving one hour of time in the gym to jump, play, win prizes and participate in multiple activities 
as a reward for their hard work in the fight against heart disease and stroke. 
 We come into this year with pride in the job we’ve done over the past years of our event. 
The Cook County Traveling Trophy hasn’t left PR in over 14 years. This year marks our 7th con-
secutive year ranked in the top 10 nationally (#4 overall, 39,000+ events). We raised $47, 155 this 
past year. We are also ranked in On-Line fundraising (#3) and Per Capita (#2) in the nation. Al-
most $1 per every $1,000 ever raised by the American Heart Association in the Jump Rope for 
Heart program ($700 million) has come from Pleasant Ridge and the Glenview community!! 
 We look to have another spectacular event!! 

Pleasant Ridge Library Media Center  
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We have gathered a large amount of items that our students have left outside, in the gym, and on the floor in 
the hallways.  These items are picked up daily by our custodial staff and hung outside the Music Room 
(302).  We will be donating all these items to a non-profit organization after winter break....Friday, January 
29th. 
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Lost and Found at Pleasant Ridge 

Behind the Curtain—Drama at Pleasant Ridge 

We are looking for VOLUNTEERS  to help us with the fourth grade musical. If you are interested 
please email Lisa Hoye at lhoye@glenview34.org  
Thank you for your support!!!! 
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Pleasant Ridge Science Fair Rules  
 
Overview: 
The Pleasant Ridge Science Fair is a chance for our students (together with their parents) to investigate, cre-
ate and demonstrate a scientific principal to their friends at school.  Students should pick a topic that falls into 
one of the 5 categories below.  Projects can be as simple as a poster board that explains an interesting fact to 
a model built by the student (with minimal assistance from the parent).  Students can work on their own or in 
teams of up to 3 students.   
 
Students will be judged on the basis of the following requirements: 
1. Neatness of model, experiment or poster. 
2. Student’s presentation of what they did, why they did it and what they learned. 
Does the project get the point across? 
Each student / team will have the opportunity to show their projects to the judges individually.  Please keep 
the presentations to 2 - 5 minutes each. 
 
Categories: 
Botany: The study of plant life  

Projects in this category might be related to:  
¨ Agriculture         *Horticulture  *Forestry 
 
Earth and Space Sciences: The science of the earth and the science of the universe  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Astronomy  *Geology  *Oceanography 
*Meteorology  *Climatology  *Geography 
 
Environmental Sciences: The study of conditions tha t influence life on earth  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Air and water pollution  *Population growth 
*Ecology    *Depletion of resources 
 
Physics: The science of matter and energy  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Electricity  *Magnetism  *Light 
*Conductivity  *Fluid and Gas dynamics 
 
Life Sciences: The science of animals  

Projects in this category might be related to: 
*Birds  *Insects  *Mammals 
*Fish  *Humans 
 
Other ideas within each category are welcome!  Be c reative!!!  
All projects / presentations must conform to the following rules: 
1. No open flames or highly combustible materials are allowed. 
2. No dogs / cats (or other large animals) can be used for safety purposes. Smaller animals (guinea pigs, 
mice, etc.) are allowed but must be in an enclosed container at all times. All animal or human related experi-
ments/studies must be approved by Dr. Rich prior to beginning the experiment/study. 
3. No needles or other sharp objects will be displayed in a way that could result in a cut to a fellow student. 
4. All areas must be cleaned up by presenter after their presentation. 
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PLEASANT RIDGE SCIENCE FAIR 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010    ~    9:00AM TO 12 NOON 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

 
 
Please return this completed form to the office by Friday, February 12 
 
 
 
 

Name(s) of Student(s):    __________________________________  Grade: _____ 
 
             __________________________________  Grade: _____ 
 

          __________________________________  Grade: _____ 
 
 

Category of Project: (Check one): 
 
  ______   Botany (Plant Life) 
  ______   Earth and Space Sciences (Earth and the Universe) 
  ______   Environmental Sciences (Conditions that Influence Life on Earth) 
  ______   Physics (Matter and Energy) 
  ______   Life Sciences (Animals) 
 
  
Description of Project:  ________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Signature of Parent or Guardian:  ________________________________________ 
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A VIEW FROM THE SKYBOX 

Shifting Your Perspective on Your Child’s Future 
 

Presented by: 
Susan Hans  

Parent Mentor, NSSED and APS 
�
 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 
9:30 am – 11:30 am 

New Trier Northfield Campus* 
Building C – Board Room C234, North Entrance 

7 Happ Road – Northfield, Illinois 
 
The demands of special needs parents are overwhelming and constant.  Because we are often too busy with just 
the day-to-day needs required of our child, we lose our bearings in navigating the process of raising our special 
needs child. And that perspective can affect the course of everything – how well we advocate for our child, man-
age our family life and how we plan for the future.  Susan Hans will present an interactive session on ways to 
manage this process – learning to evaluate what is effective advocacy for your child, how you can create new 
roads toward positive outcomes and how to accomplish both these goals with a fresh perspective. 
 
Susan Hans serves as the Parent Mentor for the Northern Suburban Special Education District (NSSED) under a 
grant from the Illinois State Board of Education. In this role Susan provides educational and consultative services 
to both parents and staff around the IEP process.  Susan is the parent of four children, two currently in the pub-
lic school system with IEPs.   She holds a BA from Northwestern University and is a trained mediator. 
 

Space is limited.  To ensure a seat, please RSVP to mades@nssed.org with your name,  
home telephone number and school district by January 14, 2010. 

Direct questions to Karen Noonan at 847-831-5100, extension 210. 
 
 
*Directions to New Trier Northfield Campus 
From North:  I-94 (IL 41) to Tower Rd. exit; go south on Frontage Rd. which turns into Happ Rd. until you reach North-

field Campus (just south of Winnetka Ave.). Park on west side of Happ. 
From West:  I-294 (Tri-State Tollway); exit east on Willow Rd. to Happ Rd.  

South on Happ to Northfield Campus. Park on west side of Happ. 
Park in lot on WEST side of Happ Road ONLY.  All other areas will be towed. 
�

Continuing Education Hours: 2                                        Continuing Professional Development Units:  2              

Be sure to visit the 
NSSED APS website at:  

www.nssed-aps.org 
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SCHOOL CLOSING INFORMATION SHEET              
 
As the winter season is upon us, we thought parents might be interested in knowing how the decision is made to 
either keep schools open or close schools in the event of bad weather. 
 
HOW DO WE MAKE OUR DECISION? 
The superintendent makes the decision based upon: 
• Information on road conditions from our transportation provider and from our facilities and grounds department. 
• Amount of snow and ice accumulated. 
• Whether snow/ice is continuing. 
• Building conditions (such as whether we have electricity and heat). 
• Parking lot conditions. 
• Temperature/wind chill for walkers and those waiting at bus stops. 
 
We prefer not making our decision based on weather predictions, but sometimes this is unavoidable.  We also 
make our decision in cooperation with other area elementary districts and with Glenbrook South High School. 
 
HOW ARE PARENTS NOTIFIED? 
There are several ways to find out if school is closed, or open, on what seems like a bad weather day. 
• Tune in to local radio: WGN (720-AM) and WBBM (780-AM). 
• Tune in to local television: CBS, NBC, ABC, WGN, FOX and CLTV. 
•  Visit the District’s website at www.glenview34.org. 
•  Visit the school closing website at www.emergencyclosings.com. 
Please know the District will attempt to use its automated phone calling system and send an electronic message 
to all parent e-mail addresses on file to inform parents if school is closed.  This will occur at around at 6 a.m. 
 
WHEN IS THE DECISION MADE? 
Usually, the decision to close school is made at 5:30 a.m. or earlier. 
 
INFORMATION ON EARLY BUS DISMISSAL AT INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS 
If conditions worsen during the school day, we might have an early bus  dismissal at the intermediate schools. 
This is NOT an early dismissal. The goal of releasing buses early is to try to keep them running on schedule 
throughout the afternoon. Walkers and pickups will still be dismissed at the usual time. The only change is inter-
mediate buses leave 15 minutes early.  
 
ARE THERE SNOW DAYS BUILT INTO THE CALENDAR? 
The District does NOT build snow days into the calendar. If the District closes due to weather, each day will be 
made up at the end of the school year. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Although the District does its best, we know that often no perfect decision exists. If parents do not feel as though 
it is safe for your child to attend school, use your best judgment on whether he or she should attend. 
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Lyon School  

1335 Waukegan Road 

Phone: 847-998-5045 

Attendance:: 847-998-

5046 

Fax: 847-998-9701 

ly.glenview34.org 

Calendar: 
January  4, 2010  Classes Resume 

January 11, 2010  Winter NWEA Assessments Begin at PR 

January 15, 2010  PTA Meeting @ Lyon School  9:15am 

January 18, 2010  No School—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 22, 2010  PR Spelling Bee    12pm 

January 29, 2010  PR Dad’s Group Family Movie Night 6pm 

Committed to Excellence 

Pleasant Ridge School 

1730 Sunset Ridge 

Road 

Glenview, IL, 60025 

Phone: 847-998-5050 

Attendance: 847-998-

5051 

Fax: 847-998-5532 

pr.glenview34.org 

 Parents interested in information from community organizations can visit the District's website at 
www.glenview34.org/aboutUs/CommunityFlyers/ 
 Rather than sending this information through the backpacks and/or the school newsletters, the District 
will be posting the information on the District 34 Community Flyers webpage for all to see. This will save pa-
per, District employee’s time and make it convenient for parents to find the information easily.  
 Please check the site regularly to find the most recent community information. 

Community Flyers Available Online! 

Stay Connected—Register for the PTA E-

Blast at www.lyonprpta.org 


