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Every spring there is an annual ritual across our country in which public school students participate in mandated state 
testing as required by the federal legislation commonly referred to as “No Child Left Behind.” Results from past school years 
indicate that Pleasant Ridge is an extremely high performing school, over 90% of our students meet and exceed state stan-
dards in reading and over 95% in mathematics. Of course, results vary slightly from grade level to grade level. 

Each year, we look at our test delivery model to ensure the best testing environment for all students. The State of Illi-
nois requires all students grades 3-8 to be tested in March.  At Pleasant Ridge School, we will begin our testing on March 9, 
2010 at 7:55am . Each of our students will take two tests each day, with core testing days being March 9, 10, 11, & 12.  All 
students in the building will be testing from 8am to 11am , with those students who have specialized modifications getting 
these modifications as determined by their individualized plans throughout the day. Students MUST  arrive prior to 7:55am. 
They will not be allowed  to go to the classroom between 7:55am and 11am whi le testing is going on if they arrive 
late. This is to ensure a quiet uninterrupted  testing environment for all students. Students who do not complete the tests on 
the designated days will make up the exams during the week of March 15-19. Late students will be required to wait in the 
front office during the testing block. Please, Please, Please be present and on-time.  
 Testing is a part of life. Everyone is tested every day in one manner or another. Sometimes the tests are as formal as 
the ISAT and other times it can simply be a challenging situation. Here are some tips for testing: 

· Get a good night’s sleep prior to the test. 
· Eat a healthy breakfast with protein and natural fruits. 
· Read the question prior to reading the passage. Re-read the question prior to answering. 
· Understand that you will do your best on that given day and that is all we can ask. 
· Choose the best answer. 
· When in doubt, trust your gut instinct. 

Thank you for your support of our students and our school during this state mandated testing period. 

 Home School Connections by Mr. Kevin Dorken, Principal, Lyon 
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 Dr. Rich and I frequently talk about how fortunate we are in the Lyon/Pleasant Ridge cluster due to the support that 
our schools receive from all of you.  There have recently been some excellent examples of this, and there are more to come in 
the weeks ahead. 
 Thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of the PTA Benefit last Saturday, February 20th.  Whether your 
support came in the form of planning, donating, buying/selling raffle tickets, attending the event or all of the above, we greatly 
appreciate your efforts.  As is traditionally the case, the evening felt like a celebration of our schools, and everyone appeared 
to have a wonderful time!  Funds raised will support programs in both schools including Cultural Enrichment, PTA Grants, and 
numerous charitable programs.  Special thanks to Dina Silver for all of the time and energy that went into serving as this year’s 
benefit chairperson, and thanks to the entire benefit team! 
 With Parent/Teacher Conferences coming up next week, we hope that you find this time spent with your children’s 
teachers to be valuable and informative.  Your face-to-face communication with teachers sends an important message to your 
children about our partnership in their learning.  If for any reason you end up being unable to make it to school during our 
scheduled conference days, please contact your child’s teacher to set up an appointment at a mutually agreeable time.  For 
more information about conferences, please see the last edition of this newsletter. 
 Kindergarten Registration night is right around the corner as well (Thursday, March 11th from 4:30 – 7:00 pm here at 
Lyon).  We look forward to this opportunity to see many of our current Lyon/Pleasant Ridge families that night and to meeting 
many families new to our cluster.  Incoming first and second grade students who will be new to Lyon next school year can also 
be registered that evening.  Registering children as early as possible helps us in planning for next year, so if you know of any 
families who will be sending a new student to Lyon next school year, please send them our way. 
 Thank you for all of your support – we never take it for granted.  We look forward to seeing you soon. 

 Important Information Regarding ISAT by Dr. Matt Rich, Principal, PR 
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 Thank you to everyone for a wonderful PTA benefit.  Our “Caddyshack Bash” 
was a blast!  We are so grateful to everyone that played a role in the success of this 
endeavor.  A party of this scale does not come together without the help of many peo-
ple.  The PTA Executive Board is tremendously grateful and appreciative for the hard 
work of everyone who generously contributed toward making Saturday evening a great 
success.  Dina Silver graciously organized and hosted our event.  Meg Costigan 
worked tirelessly by Dina’s side, helping with details and running our raffle.  Jen Farber 
graciously provided insight and wisdom and guided us along....So many other people to 
thank: 
-Meg Costigan and Marjorie Gates for the coordination of the class gifts 
-Tiffany Sapienza and Kari Bello for helping with the teacher and staff gifts 
-Lisa Zimbler oversaw the event details and coordinated the details of the party includ-
ing the food and band and set-up 
-Maria and Dale Woltman (Hlavacek Florist) provided decorations and hours of assis-
tance with set-up and event details 
-Wendy Ban was our wonderful RSVP chair and oversaw many, many other details 
-Karen Toomey was the backbone of our organizational and financial operations 
-Melissa Brady took care of all of the publicity-the eblasts and the signs at the benefit 
-Kirsten Bergin organized a schedule for volunteers and staffed the entire event 
-Anne Carreon and Christa Leone were the worker bees that never got to sit down 
-Lindy Hood had a smile on her face as she helped with check-in and an enormous 
amount of “behind-the-scenes” activities 
-Jon Everson and Doug Morgan were our fabulous “tech” and check-out crew 
-Keely and Iggy Khan were the amazing package coordinators 
-A huge thank you to all of the room parents and additional parent helpers that spent 
hours creating the classroom gift baskets.  They were fabulous! 
-Thank you to everyone who provided a fun sign-up party...these are the backbone of 
our school community and truly help to build relationships while earning money for our 
schools 
-Thanks to everyone who volunteered the day of the event 
-Thanks to all parents that donated items and also that bought items! 
-Thank you to all of the STAFF members at Lyon and PR that continue to selflessly 
give of their time and energy to provide auction donations.  Without you, none of this 
would be possible! 
 It always takes a bit of time to finalize all of the financial details.  For a summary 
of how the benefit did this year, plan to join us at our March PTA Meeting. 
 Also at the March PTA Meeting (Tuesday, March 9th, 9:15 a.m., Lyon School 
Media Center ) we are having a quick general business meeting followed by a “Q and 
A” session with guest speaker, Rubin Medina of the Glenview Police Department.  Offi-
cer Medina will be speaking with us on current hot topics involving children, safety and 
issues facing our youngsters in Glenview today.  If you have a specific question or topic 
for Officer Medina, please email me: president@lyonprpta.org and I will forward topics 
along to him in advance of the meeting. 
 The last note of thanks goes to Kristin Miller, coordinator for our Jump Rope for 
Heart event today.  Thanks for helping with this worthwhile cause! 
 Tell your neighbors and friends about kindergarten registration on Thursday, 
March 11 at 4:30 at Lyon.  We can’t wait to meet the new friends joining our wonderful 
school community! 
 
Jenn Massarelli, Lyon/PR PTA 
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 The District will offer both reinforcement and enrichment summer school classes 
this year. 
 Some of the enrichment offerings for this year include Bug Camp for Kids, Out-
door Adventure: Let's Fish, Great Americans, Math Maniacs, Stupendous Sci-
entists, Just Graph It and Study Skills & Organization. 
 The catalog can be found at 
http://www.glenview34.org/aboutUs/news/article.asp?nid=337 

Pleasant Ridge Encore Team Conference Schedule 
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 Third grade drama students have nearly finished their biography/readers’ theater 
unit. In this unit the students looked at the format used in scripts, worked on reading with 
expression and acting in character as well as developing an understanding of the impor-
tance of planning for the audience. In their next unit the students will move to the stage 
and will begin working with the impact of lighting on a performance as well as the parts 
of the stage.  
 Fourth grade students - what can we say besides, “Bravo, bravo, bravo!!!” Chil-
dren worked to create an amazing performance in their musical presentation of “The 
Best Little Theater in Glenview.” During this unit, the students learned about the various 
jobs in theater, the elements of a musical as well as the rehearsal and preparation 
needed to create a performance. All of that work culminated into a great appreciation of 
musical theater. As one child said, “When I saw “ANNIE” on stage, the actors made it 
look so easy. Now I know it takes a TON of work to make it look easy.” That says it all! 
We would like to thank all of the parents who committed time to helping make this pro-
ject a success for our students. From rehearsing with children to donating and creating 
props, this was truly a collaborative effort and we greatly appreciate your support! 
 Please email Mrs. Hoye any photos you took during the performance as we love 
the candid shots that parents have shared with us - Lhoye@glenview34.org 
 Fifth grade students have continued working on writing their collaborative scripts 
for their fantasy project. The students have created a fantasy story and are turning them 
into scripts and are beginning to film them. The next step will be to take their video clips 
and turn them into movies and score them during music class. Students will then share 
their movies during our film festival in April.  

District 34 Summer Reinforcement and Enrichment Opp ortunities 

 The following Encore team members (Elissa Astorino-Art, Mike Collins-Dowden-
Band, Lisa Hoye-Drama, Dave Jones-PE, Katie Konieczka-Technology, Kate Leckenby-
PE, Sarah Smith-Music, & Shelley Riskin-Library) will be available on the evening of 
Wednesday March 3, 2010 from 2:45-5:45pm and all day on Thursday March 4, 2010 
for conferences. 
 The following Encore members will be available for conferences on the dates 
and times listed below: Amy Chun-PE: Thursday March 4, 2010 during the day.  Polly 
Collins-Orchestra: Thursday March 4, 2010 from 1:30-2:30pm. 
 Any parents interested in a conference with any Encore teacher, should contact 
them by phone or by e-mail to set up a specific time or stop in during the conference 
days. 

Behind the Curtain—Pleasant Ridge Drama News 
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Botany 

· Kai Erber —  Investigation of the impact of soils on plant growth 

· Shelby Green — Study of the life cycle of a walnut 

· Eric Schmidt — Investigation of temperature on bacteria growth 

· Annie Solis — Impacts of pollutants on plant growth 

· Spencer Wells—Study of the effect of limited growth space on plants 

Environmental Science 

· Ben Olson — Study of mold growth rate in various foods 

· Paul Prikos & Thomas Lundal — Acid Rain: An investigation into how manufactur-

ing effects the environment 

Life Sciences 

· Amil Dravid — A Study of Sharks 

· Maxwell McWilliams — Investigation into the Hawksbill Sea Turtle 

· Zoe Nelson — Impact of variable levels of calcium on bone development 

· Henry Smith — A study of how guinea pigs adapt to different environments 

· Imra Tajuddin — Discussion of DNA and insights into Spinach DNA 

Saturday, February 27th, 9am to 12pm  
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Physics 

· Amelia Bellair — The effect of string type on sound transmission 

· Leza Bergin— Study and demonstration of static electricity 

· Jack Davis —- Gas production from soda pop 

· Isabella Del Muro — Rube Goldberg machines 

· Nicholas Ermolov—Study of the generation of electricity 

· Matt Freeman — Development and functionality of a potato clock 

· George Gould & Chris Daus — Various types of levitation 

· Jack Harrington —- Newton’s Laws: The effect of the variability of ramp height 

on distance traveled. 

· Kathryn Heyser — Burst radius of different soda types 

· Sam Jaffe — Study of light and its properties 

· Lindsay Lathrop — Impact of temperature on tennis ball bouncing 

· Sabrina Lee — Investigation into electricity 

· Noelle Pittman & Emily Rourke — Development of Robots 

· Michael Plante — Investigation of potatoes as an energy source 

· Charles Smith — Development of robots and what they can do 

· Megan Stettler — Study of electrical conductors 

· Dominick Streff —Study of magnetism 

· Michael Vilches — Making a voltage detector 
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:  Thoughts from Siblings of Children with Special Needs 
�
�

Moderated by: 
Tammy Besser, LCSW 

Jewish Child & Family Services 
 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

New Trier Northfield Campus* 
Building C – Board Room C234, North Entrance 

7 Happ Road – Northfield, Illinois 
 
It is important to address the unique needs of siblings of children with disabilities, especially when you 
consider that the sibling relationship is often the longest relationship that anyone has in their 
lives.  Brothers and sisters share many of the same feelings and concerns that parents of children with 
special needs experience, such as feelings of guilt, isolation, and concern over what the future holds. 
Listen and learn from a panel of adult siblings of people with special needs as they discuss their relation-
ships with their siblings, pivotal moments in their lives, challenges they have experienced, and their 
thoughts on future planning.  Panelists will also take questions from the audience.  The discussion will 
be moderated by Tammy Besser, LCSW, who coordinates Sibshops and Teen Sibshops developed by 
Don Meyer of the Sibling Support Project.  A helpful resource list will be available.  This workshop is 
appropriate for parents of children with disabilities and for the siblings (high school and beyond) of peo-
ple with disabilities.  
 

Space is limited.  To ensure a seat, please RSVP to mades@nssed.org with your name, 

home telephone number and school district by March12, 2010. 
Direct questions to Karen Noonan at 847-831-5100, extension 210. 

 
 
*Directions to New Trier Northfield Campus 
From North:  I-94 (IL 41) to Tower Rd. exit; go south on Frontage Rd. which turns into Happ Rd. until you reach North-

field Campus (just south of Winnetka Ave.). Park on west side of Happ. 
From West:  I-294 (Tri-State Tollway); exit east on Willow Rd. to Happ Rd.  

South on Happ to Northfield Campus. Park on west side of Happ. 
Park in lot on WEST side of Happ Road ONLY.  All other areas will be towed. 
�

Continuing Education Hours: 2                                             Continuing Professional Development Units:  2  

Be sure to visit the 
NSSED APS website at:  

www.nssed-aps.org 
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Lyon School  

1335 Waukegan Road 

Glenview, IL, 60025  

Phone: 847-998-5045 

Attendance:: 847-998-

5046 

Fax: 847-998-9701 

ly.glenview34.org 

Calendar: 
February 27, 2010 PR Science Fair    9-12 

March 4, 2010  No Student Attendance—Parent-Teacher Conferences 

March 5, 2010  No School—Institute Day 

March 8-11, 2010  Pleasant Ridge ISAT Testing 

March 9, 2010  PTA Meeting @ Lyon   9:15am 

March 10, 2010  ELL Technology Night @ Lyon  6:30-7:30pm 

March 16, 2010  PR Dad’s Group Meeting    6:15pm 

March 27-April 4  Spring Break 

April 5, 2010  Classes Resume 

April 8, 2010  Dad’s Breakfast at PR  7:15-7:50am 

Committed to Excellence 

Pleasant Ridge School 

1730 Sunset Ridge 

Road 

Glenview, IL, 60025 

Phone: 847-998-5050 

Attendance: 847-998-

5051 

Fax: 847-998-5532 

pr.glenview34.org 

 Parents interested in information from community organizations can visit the District's website at 
www.glenview34.org/aboutUs/CommunityFlyers/ 
 Rather than sending this information through the backpacks and/or the school newsletters, the District 
will be posting the information on the District 34 Community Flyers webpage for all to see. This will save pa-
per, District employee’s time and make it convenient for parents to find the information easily.  
 Please check the site regularly to find the most recent community information. 

Community Flyers Available Online! 

Stay Connected—Register for the PTA E-Blast at www.lyonprpta.org 

PR Extracurricular Activity Calendar: 
March 1, 2010  ELL Tutoring 

March 3, 2010  After School Art  

March 8, 2010  After School Art   &  ELL Tutoring 

March 10, 2010  ELL Tutoring 

March 15, 2010  ELL Tutoring 

March 17, 2010  After School Art  &  ELL Tutoring 

March 22, 2010  ELL Tutoring 

March 23, 2010  After School Art 

March 24, 2010  ELL Tutoring 


